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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tamworth  Rural 
District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the  public 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1956.  In  so  doing  I  have  omitted 
any  special  reference  to  the  many  social  services  provided  by  the 
County  Health  Department,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  under 
review. 

As  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1955,  my  predecessor.  Dr.  G. 
W.  Knight  left  the  District  to  assume  office  as  Deputy  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Buckinghamshire  in  January,  1956. 
In  the  interval  between  his  departure  and  my  arrival  on  the  1st 
May,  1956,  Dr.  C.  T.  Jones  acted  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  has  been  duly  thanked  by  you  for  his  efficient  services. 

There  were  no  major  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  notifi¬ 
cations  of  which  fell  to  the  second  lowest  level  since  1947,  the  lowest 
being  in  1954.  The  incidence  of  measles  showed  a  marked  decline 
while  only  whooping  cough  increased  to  a  comparatively  higher 
level.  The  absence  of  poliomyelitis  was  gratifying.  Further  com¬ 
ment  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designa¬ 
tion)  Act,  1956  became  law  and  provided  for  a  change  of  designa¬ 
tion  or  title  from  Sanitary  Inspector  to  Public  Health  Inspector. 
About  the  same  time,  arising  out  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Working  Party  on  the  recruitment,  training  and  qualification  of 
sanitary  inspectors,  the  examining  body  was  reconstituted  as  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  Education  Board.  The  same  Working 
Party  Report  recommended  that  local  authorities  should  extend 
the  system  of  paid  pupillage  for  public  health  inspectors  with  a  view 
to  its  ultimately  becoming  the  normal  channel  of  entry  except  for 
ex-service  candidates. 

Water  supplies  throughout  the  District  were  ample  and,  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  case  of  the  few  remaining  wells,  were  pure  and  whole¬ 
some. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  drainage  and  sewerage,  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Northern  Area  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  being  note¬ 
worthy  with  a  large  number  of  properties  linked  with  the  main 
sewers.  Work  on  the  Kingsbury  Deep  Scheme  continued  and,  in 
fact,  the  new  project  was  completed  in  August,  1957  during  the 
preparation  of  this  Report.  Following  a  public  inquiry  into  the  Hur¬ 
ley  Scheme,  adherence  to  the  effluent  standards  required  by  the 
Trent  River  Board  was  upheld  and  an  amended  scheme  prepared. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1955,  the  lack  of  apparatus 
for  measuring  atmospheric  pollution  greatly  handicapped  assess¬ 
ment  of  nuisances  carried  by  the  emission  of  grit,  smoke  and  other 
obnoxious  substances  from  industrial  premises. 
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While  229  new  dwellings  were  completed,  only  56  were  erected 
by  this  Council,  the  remainder  by  private  enterprise.  This  is  the 
reverse  of  the  situation  recorded  for  the  previous  year  and  the 
number  of  applicants  on  the  Housing  List  increased  by  69  to  525. 
Of  course,  a  large  proportion  of  these  applications  may  eventually 
be  withdrawn  but,  nevertheless,  the  need  for  increasing  the  number 
of  houses  still  remains  the  most  important  facet  of  the  Council’s 
work. 

As  should  be  expected  in  a  Designated  Area,  milk  supplies 
continued  satisfactorily  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Inspection  of  all  meat  from  the  three  slaughterhouses  licensed 
revealed  a  33^%  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed  but  a 
reduction  of  16%  in  the  total  rejected. 

Unfortunately,  pressure  of  other  routine  work  and  the  absence 
of  clerical  assistance  again  militated  against  a  full-scale  survey  of 
premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56.  However, 
many  places  within  the  scope  of  the  Regulations  were  visited  and 
advice  given  and  it  is  felt  that,  despite  lack  of  detailed  inspections, 
purveyors  of  foodstuffs  are  gradually  improving  their  premises  in 
the  face  of  everyday  competitive  trading. 

The  information  regarding  housing,  sewerage  and  refuse  col¬ 
lection  has  been  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  Shaw,  your  Engineer  and 
Surveyor. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  your  encourage¬ 
ment  and  support  and  express  my  gratitude  for  the  full  co-operation 
and  assistance  from  the  staff  and  also  from  the  other  Departments 
of  the  Council. 

R.  S.  McELROY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Park  Road, 

Coleshill. 

October,  1957. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  Acres  .  22,032 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  Mid- 

1956)  .  16,940 

„  (1951  Census)  .  16,118 

„  (1931  „  )  .  14,151 

Number  of  inhabited  premises  (Mar.,  1956) — 

Houses  .  5,235 

Shops  .  151 

Public  Houses .  25 


Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1956)  .  £139,246 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £550 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

162 

152 

314 

Illegitimate  . 

4 

4 

8 

Totals  .... 

166 

156 

322 

Birth  Rate. 

19.0  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

|  1947 

19.0 

16.0 

16.5 

17.0 

16.6 

16.6 

16.6 

17.3 

19.6 

i  21.2 

Still  Births. 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate  . 

,  .  - 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

3 

3 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate. 

18.3  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

18.3 

25.1 

14.5  I  34.8 

41.8 

22.5 

15.0 

21.6 

26.5 

34.5 

Deaths. 

Males  Females  Total 
Deaths  from  all  causes  ..  77  66  143 

Crude  Death  Rate. 


8.4  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

8.4 

8.7 

8.4 

7.5 

10.0 

11.9 

10.4 

9.2 

9.9 

10.2 
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Classified  Causes  of  Death 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 
10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Cause  of  Death 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

Diphtheria . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lur.g,  bronchus  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

Other  heart  disease . 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .... 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .... 


Males  Females  Total 
2  2 


2  2  4 

2—2 

1  I 

2  2 

8  5  13 

7  9  16 

10  8  18 

1  1  2 

6  8  14 

3  3  6 

2—2 
2  1  3 

5  2  7 

2  2  4 

2—2 
1  —  1 

3  2  5 

1  2  3 

10  17  27 

4—4 

2  1  3 

2—2 


37.  All  causes 


77  66  143 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  .  7  5  12 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  7  5  12 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 


37.3  per  1,000  births. 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

37.3 

33.1 

22.1 

25.3 

37.5 

45.0 

23.0 

11.0 

20.0 

29.8 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age). 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

.  5 

3 

8 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

.  5 

3 

8 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate,  1956  :  24.8  per  1,000  live  births. 

(Compared  with  14.7  per  1,000  live  births  in  1954  and  22.1 
per  1,000  live  births  in  1955). 

Maternal  Deaths  . .  Nil. 


Deaths  due  to  Malignant  Disease. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

All  Causes . 

12 

10 

22 

Cancer  Death  Rate  :  1.3  per 

1,000 

population. 

GENERAL  COMMENT 

Population. 

The  mid-year  figure  of  16,940  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
shows  an  increase  of  100  over  the  1955  estimate. 

Births. 

At  19.0  per  1,000  population  the  Crude  Birth  Rate  showed  a 
marked  increase  over  the  1955  rate  of  16.0  and  the  adjusted  Rate  of 
19.19  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  15.7  per  1,000  for 
England  and  Wales,  the  highest  since  1950. 

The  standardised  or  adjusted  rate  is  obtained  by  multiplying 
the  Crude  Rate  by  the  Comparability  Factor  issued  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  the  particular  area  thereby  making  due  allowance  for 
the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  for  the 
various  zones  throughout  England  and  Wales.  Allowance  is  made 
tor  boundary  changes  as  well  as  rapid  increase  or  decrease  in  the 
sex  and  age  groups  of  the  inhabitants  of  certain  localities.  Also, 
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for  the  first  time,  the  death  rate  area  comparability  factors  have  been 
adjusted  specifically  to  make  allowance  for  the  presence  of  any 
residential  institutions  in  each  area.  By  this  means,  standardised 
birth  and  death  rates  are  obtainable  which  are  more  comparable 
and  accurate  than  the  crude  rates. 

Deaths. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  Nil  and  has  remained  at  this 
satisfactory  level  since  1949.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  skill  and  care  of 
those  in  attendance  on  mothers  in  childbirth. 

There  were  77  male  and  66  female  deaths — a  total  of  143  for 
the  year.  This  gives  a  corrected  or  standardised  death  rate  of  9.91 
per  1,000  population,  much  lower  than  the  comparative  figure  of 
11.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

As  will  be  seen  on  the  preceding  page,  the  chief  causes  of  death 
continued  to  be  heart  disease,  cancer  and  lesions  of  the  blood 
vessels  of  the  nervous  system  in  that  order. 

Deaths  from  cancer  decreased  to  22  compared  with  25  for  1955 
including  2  male  cases  of  disease  of  the  lung.  Mortality  from 
coronary  disease  of  the  heart  (angina)  increased  to  18,  both  sexes 
being  almost  equally  affected.  Bronchitis  claimed  7  victims  while 
influenza  and  pneumonia  accounted  for  2  and  3  deaths  respectively. 
Four  males  were  killed  in  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  two  males 
committed  suicide. 
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SECTION  B. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1956 
(Giving  age  groups,  deaths  and  admissions  to  hospital). 


Ni 

jmber  of  cases  notified. 

Total 
cases  re¬ 
moved  to 
Hospital 

Notifiable  Disease 

At  all 
ages 

Un 

der 

1 

At  Ages-years 

65 

and 

up- 

w’ds. 

Total 

deaths 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Measles  . 

4 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

-  j 

- 

Whooping  cough  .... 

76 

2 

28 

46 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

5 

I 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery  . 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . 

9 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

3 

4 

2 

Totals . 

105 

3 

33 

55 

3 

3 

2 

6 

7 

5 
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Total  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  pervious  years. 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

Measles  . 

4 

410 

13 

197 

155 

298 

141 

42 

294 

77 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

76 

8 

19 

63 

34 

206 

26 

42 

50 

16 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

12 

4 

21 

13 

19 

15 

9 

19 

12 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

8 

27 

37 

27 

13 

16 

II 

19 

7 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic  . 

2 

- 

1 

3 

1 

}' 

Non-paralytic. . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

i6 

- 

Meningococcal 
Infection  . 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  . 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Typhoid  Fever _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .... 

9 

8 

9 

13 

9 

8 

13 

9 

9 

3 

Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis _ 

- 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

10 

4 

8 

2 

Food  Poisoning. . . . 

- 

2 

1 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals . 

105 

453 

75 

337 

256 

557 

226 

124 

403 

118 
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Distribution  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Infectious  Disease. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  the  second  lowest 
since  1947  and  less  than  one  third  of  the  1955  figure  of  453.  This 
marked  decrease  was  due  to  the  low  incidence  of  measles  which  had 
occurred  in  epidemic  form  in  that  year. 

Measles. 

Reports  fell  to  the  low  level  of  4  cases. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  fall  in  the  incidence  of  measles  was  offset  by  a  sharp  in¬ 
crease  in  this  distressing  malady.  Requests  for  inoculation,  usually 
combined  with  diphtheria,  increased,  but  it  is  too  early  to  assess 
the  value  of  this  comparatively  new  factor  in  the  overall  occurrence 
of  the  disease.  The  figures  for  inoculation  were  as  follows  : — 


Age  at  Date  of  Ir 

1 

jection 

0—1 

1—2 

2—5 

5—15 

Total 

141 

37 

25 

4 

207 

14 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  notified  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record 
that  supplies — albeit  very  limited  and  only  sufficient  for  10%  of 
children  registered — of  the  new  vaccine  enabled  some  321  children 
in  the  Tamworth  and  Meriden  Rural  Districts  to  be  given  the  pre¬ 
scribed  course  of  two  injections  in  the  two  months  before  the  work 
was  suspended  at  the  beginning  of  July  when  what  has  come  to  be 
termed  the  “  polio  season  ”  arrived.  Only  60%  of  parents  circulated 
gave  consent  for  their  children  to  be  injected  and  their  wise  decision 
must  have  given  them  good  reason  for  satisfaction  in  the  face  of  the 
marked  increase  in  the  disease  to  be  recorded  in  the  report  for  1957. 

Tuberculosis. 

In  August  of  the  year  under  review  a  Chest  Clinic  was  opened 
in  St.  Edith’s  Hospital,  Tamworth  to  which  patients  from  the  Rural 
District  have  access.  This  very  welcome  innovation  is  much  appre¬ 
ciated,  especially  because  attendance  at  Atherstone  or  Nuneaton 
Clinics  is  no  longer  necessary  for  patients  or  contacts. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  67  names  were  recorded  in  the  Register 
of  which  57  were  of  the  pulmonary  and  10  of  the  non-pulmonary 
type  of  the  disease — a  reduction  of  3  cases  over  the  previous  year. 
Thirteen  names  were  removed  and  10  added,  all  the  latter  being  of 
the  pulmonary  variety  and  9  of  them  new  cases  already  resident 
in  the  district  and  one  inward  transfer.  Two  deaths  were  recorded — 
both  males  over  45  years  of  age.  The  following  Tables  summarise 
the  position  : — 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths  notified  during 
1956. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards  . . 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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Total  number  of  Tuberculous  persons  remaining  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1956. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1955  .  38 

20 

6 

6 

New  Cases .  5 

4 

•  - 

— 

Inward  Transfers  .  1 

— 

— 

— 

Removals  .  9 

2 

1 

1 

Total  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1956  .  35 

22 

5 

5 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  no  new  cases  of  the  non-pulmonary 
form  of  the  disease — usually  following  the  consumption  of  infected 
milk — were  notified  and  is  further  proof  of  the  value  of  the  District 
being  a  Designated  Area  wherein  only  tuberculin  tested  or  heat 
treated  milk  may  be  sold  for  human  consumption. 

The  Tables  subpended  show  the  results  of  investigations  of 
milk  supplies  in  the  District  by  the  County  Health  Department 
with  which  close  liaison  is  maintained  and  also  with  neighbouring 
local  authorities. 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  year  1956. 

Total  No.  of 


Designation  of  Milk 

Samples 

No.  Positive 

Pasteurised  . 

5 

Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised) . 

5 

Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

1 

Nil 

Non-designated  . 

40 

1 

Results  of  Investigations  of  Tubercle  Infected  Milk  Supplies  during 

the  year  1956. 

Cases  found  on 

Cases  reported 

routine  sampling 

by  neighbouring 

No.  of : — 

in  the  County 

County  Authorities 

1.  Investigations  . 

1 

5 

2.  Cows  examined  . 

30 

123 

3.  Milk  samples  for  diag- 

nostic  purposes  . 

3 

46 

4.  Cows  slaughtered  under 

Tuberculosis  order  . 

1 

9 

5.  Cows  removed  from  herds 
during  investigations  and 

which  may  have  been 

infected . 

— 

— 
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Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  reported. 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  have  been  notified  over  the  past  nine  years  and  the 
continued  absence  of  the  disease  may  be  fairlv  attributed  to  the 
protection  afforded  by  immunisation. 

This  essential  work  is  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
at  the  schools  (Booster  doses)  and  by  family  doctors.  Despite  active 
encouragement,  the  response  from  parents  was  poor  in  that  only 
44%  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  protected,  falling  to 
approximately  38%  of  the  infant  population  at  two  years  of  age. 


Total  number  of  Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  during  1956. 


Under 

1  year 

1-2 

years 

2-3 

years 

3-4 

years 

4-5 

years 

5-9 

years 

9-15 

years 

Total 

Primary . 

144 

43 

18 

8 

5 

31 

- 

249 

Reinforcing . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31 

174 

9 

214 

Total . 

144 

43 

18 

8 

36 

205 

9 

463 

Smallpox. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare 
Centres  or  by  the  family  doctor  with  fresh  supplies  of  lymph  re¬ 
ceived  weekly.  Here,  unlike  diphtheria,  the  number  of  vaccinations 
almost  doubled  and  actually  did  so  in  respect  of  infants  under  1  year. 


Total  number  of  Vaccinations  during  1956. 


Under 

1 

i 

2—4 

5—15 

15  or 
over 

Totals 

Vaccinated 

90 

3 

5 

6 

9 

113 

Re-Vaccinated  . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

13 

15 

Totals 

90 

3 

5 

8 

22 

128 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Although  many  persons  in  need  of  institutional  care  were 
visited  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  state  that  in  no  instance  was 
statutory  action  necessary  on  my  part  under  Section  47  of  the  Act, 
all  having  finally  agreed  to  be  moved. 
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Senior  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  the 
31st  December,  1956. 

The  year  again  showed  continued  progress,  the  Northern 
Area  Sewage  Scheme  was  completed  and  the  work  of  connecting 
all  properties  covered  by  the  system  was  nearly  completed  and  a 
start  made  on  the  conversion  of  non-water  closets  to  water  closets. 
The  Kingsbury  Deep  Sewage  Scheme  was  nearing  completion  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  Minister’s  approval  in  principle  received  follow¬ 
ing  an  enquiry  into  the  Hurley  Scheme  and  a  100  per  cent,  meat  in¬ 
spection  maintained. 

The  outside  work  was  still  curtailed  due  to  no  clerical  staff 
and  as  a  result  much  routine  work  had  to  be  neglected.  It  is  anti¬ 
cipated  that  this  will  be  rectified  in  1957. 

I  am  again  indebted  to  the  loyal  support  and  ability  of  your 
additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  D.  S.  Fry,  and  to  Mr.  A. 
Shaw,  M.I.Mun.E.,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  foi  in¬ 
formation  as  regards  housing,  sewerage  and  refuse  collection  and 
the  respective  water  undertakings  for  information  regarding  new 
connections. 

GARNET  J.  WATTS, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER. 


Water  continues  to  be  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  following 
authorities  : — 

1.  Tamworth  Waterworks  Joint  Committee. 

2.  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

3.  The  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department. 

During  the  year  the  quality  of  water  supplied  continued  to  be 
satisfactory  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency. 

All  mains  water  is  chlorinated  and  regularly  sampled  either  by 
the  respective  water  authorities  or  the  Health  Department  of  the 
Council. 

During  the  year  18  samples  were  taken  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  from  all  sources.  Of  these  8  were  from  mains  and  10  from 
four  wells.  One  well  is  fitted  with  a  chlorinator  and  out  of  the 
seven  samples  two  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Adjustment 
of  the  dosages  rectified  this.  Of  those  taken  from  the  other  three 
wells  two  were  unsatisfactory  and  one  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

During  the  year  the  new  scheme  known  as  the  Northern  Area 
Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  was  completed,  good  progress  made  on 
connecting  properties  in  the  area  to  the  new  sewers,  and  converting 
non-water  closets  to  water  closets.  In  this  connection  the  Council 
are  paying  a  conversion  grant  as  allowed  for  in  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  so  as  to  encourage  people  to  make  full  use  of  the  new 
system  and  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  a  water  carriage  system. 

Progress  was  maintained  on  the  Kingsbury  Deep  Scheme  and 
its  completion  is  expected  early  in  1957. 

In  connection  with  the  Hurley  Scheme  a  public  enquiry  was 
held  on  the  27th  June  into  the  necessity  of  the  scheme  and  the  con¬ 
ditions  as  to  the  standard  of  effluent  required  by  the  Trent  River 
Board.  The  result  of  the  enquiry  was  received  in  December  and 
that  was  the  scheme  agreed  in  principle  and  the  Ministry 
upheld  the  standards  proposed  by  the  Trent  River  Board.  The 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  are  now  preparing  final  details  of 
the  scheme  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  these  are  complete  the  Ministry 
will  give  an  early  starting  date. 

During  the  year  13  water  closets  were  installed  to  replace  non¬ 
water  closets  and  with  the  completion  of  the  Northern  Area  Scheme 
work  in  this  field  will  greatly  increase  during  1957. 
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EXISTING  SEWERAGE  SERVICES 

Austrey. 

Sewage  from  the  village  now  drains  to  Warton  Lane  from  where 
it  is  pumped  to  the  new  works  at  Newton  Regis. 

Newton  Regis. 

Sewage  from  the  hamlet  of  No  Man’s  Heath  and  the  village  of 
Newton  Regis  drained  to  the  new  works. 

Seckington. 

Sewage  from  the  village  drained  to  new  works  at  Newton 
Regis. 

Shuttington. 

With  the  exception  of  Alvecote,  which  still  only  has  a  waste 
water  drain  to  dilapidated  settling  tanks,  sewage  is  pumped  from 
the  village  to  the  new  works  at  Newton  Regis. 

A  separate  scheme  for  Alvecote  is  being  prepared. 

Amington. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying  houses  the  parish  is  fully 
sewered,  draining  to  the  Amington  Sewage  Works.  The  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  works  have  continued  during  the  year,  the  work  being 
done  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 

Glascote. 

Glascote  is  fully  sewered,  draining  into  the  sewers  of  the  Tam- 
worth  Joint  Sewage  Committee. 

Dosthill. 

Dosthill,  with  the  exception  of  the  hamlet  of  Whateley,  is  fully 
sewered,  draining  to  the  Dosthill  Sewage  Works. 

Wilnecote. 

Kettlebrook,  Belgrave,  Two  Gates  and  Wilnecote,  except  parts 
of  Hockley,  are  drained  to  the  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage  Com¬ 
mittee’s  sewer,  the  remaining  part  to  the  Dosthill  Sewage  Works. 

Kingsbury. 

Drained  to  the  Cliff  Sewage  Works  with  a  pumping  station 
at  Coventry  Road,  Kingsbury,  to  pump  sewage  from  the  lower 
end  into  the  gravity  sewers.  The  work  of  improving  and  extending 
the  above  works  mentioned  in  the  last  report  have  been  continued 
and  should  be  completed  early  in  1957. 

Wood  End. 

Drained  to  an  overloaded  small  sewage  disposal  works.  The 
new  Hurley  Scheme,  when  installed,  will  do  away  with  these  works. 

Hurley. 

Bottom  end  of  the  village  is  drained  to  a  dilapidated  works  at 
Rockingham  the  use  of  which  will  be  discontinued  when  the  new 
Hurley  scheme  is  installed.  The  rest  of  the  village,  including  the 
Dexter  Colliery,  is  drained  to  the  Old  Rail  Farm  Sewage  Works. 

Middleton. 

The  village  of  Middleton  is  drained  to  new  works  and  work  is 
in  progress  of  completing  the  connection  of  all  properties  served  by 
it  to  the  new  sewers. 

Bassetts  Pole  is  fully  drained  to  the  works  at  Bassetts  Pole. 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

During  the  year  one  infestation  by  bugs  and  two  by  fleas 
were  found  and  treated,  in  two  cases  following  the  eviction  of 
tenants  and  the  other  after  the  removal  of  an  elderly  invalid  to 
hospital.  Powder  was  issued  to  householders  for  use  in  the  extermin¬ 
ation  of  cockroaches. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Little  work  under  this  heading  was  done  due  to  the  low  inci¬ 
dence  of  infectious  disease  and  was  confined  to  enquiries  concerning 
Scarlet  Fever  and  two  suspected  cases  of  food  poisoning.  The  food 
poisoning  cases  concerned  one  person  in  each  case  and  the  causal 
agent  was  not  found. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  system  of  collecting  refuse  by  direct  labour  under  the 
control  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  continued  to  give 
a  fairly  regular  collection  throughout  the  district. 

There  were  no  serious  infestations  of  crickets  or  flies  on  the 
tips  and  the  rat  population  was  kept  within  controllable  limits. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Report  for  year  ending  31/3/57. 

The  rodent  operative  continues  to  give  very  satisfactory  service 
and  due  to  his  attention  and  prompt  action  in  dealing  with  any  in¬ 
festation  reported  or  found  on  survey,  few  serious  infestations  have 
had  to  be  treated. 

Particulars  from  the  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  and  details  of  sewer  treatments,  etc.,  are  as  follows  : — 


1.  Ministry  Return. 


Number  of  properties  in  the  district  : — 


Local  Authority  .  20 

Houses  .  5191 

Agriculture  .  173 

Business .  271 

- 5655 


Number  of  properties  inspected  : — 

Local  Authority  . 

Houses  . 

Agriculture  . 

Business . 


20 

882 

37 

15 


Number  of  properties  found  infested  and  treated  : — 
(a)  Rats.  (b)  Mice. 

Local  Authority .  (a)  15  (b)  0 

Houses  .  (a)  523  (b)  11 

Agriculture  .  (a)  8  (b)  0 

Business .  (a)  4  (b)  2 


954 


563 
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2.  Number  of  baiting  points  and  bodies  picked  up. 

Points  Bodies 


Local  Authority  Tips .  146  129 

Local  Authority  Sewage  Works  ....  245  104 

Farms .  149  102 

Business  Premises .  95  39 

Surface  Treatments  .  2319  780 


2954  1154 


3.  The  sewage  treatments  carried  out  in 

June,  1956  and 

January,  1957  showed  : — 

June 

January 

Total 

No.  of  manholes  baited  . 

236 

242 

478 

,,  ,,  ,,  showing  no  takes 

of  bait  . 

117 

124 

241 

„  ,,  ,,  partial  takes  of 

bait  . 

88 

84 

172 

,,  ,,  „  complete  takes  of 

bait  . 

31 

34 

65 

No  notices  were  served  during  the  year  and  the  good  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  public  and  your  operative  continued. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 


Premises 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities  . 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities  . 

(excluding  outworkers 
premises)  . 

Totals . 


No.  on  I  ns  pec-  Written  Pros- 
Register  tions  Notices  ecutions 


13  2 


37  38 


3  2 


53  42 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Referred 


To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Particulars  Rente-  Inspee-  Inspec-  Proseeu- 

Found  died  tor  tor  tions 


Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding  .  — 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  .  —  — 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  .  —  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  .  — 

Sanitary 
Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  I  1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  .  —  —  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  .  1  1 

Other  offences .  —  —  1 


Totals .  2  2 


CANAL  BOATS 

Visits  have  been  made  to  the  various  docks  and  wharves  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  canal  boats. 

Traffic  has  continued  to  be  light  and  as  a  result  six  boats 
only  were  inspected,  two  of  which  were  unoccupied.  At  the  time 
of  inspection  the  boats  were  registered  for  occupation  by  19  persons 
and  were  occupied  by  4  males,  2  females  and  4  children. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  boats  on  the  register 
viz.  147,  there  being  no  applications  for  registration  or  notice  of 
cancellation. 

No  offensive  cargo  was  carried,  no  infectious  disease  met  with 
and  no  boat  detained. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  absence  of  atmospheric  pollution  gauges  prevents  an  overall 
picture  of  conditions  in  the  area  being  given. 

Complaints  were  received  of  nuisance  of  grit  from  a  factory 
chimney,  fumes  from  burning  spoil  banks  and  an  alloy  foundry. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  an  improvement  was  effected  and 
that  the  managements  in  all  cases  have  co-operated  in  trying  to 
minimise  the  cause  for  complaints. 
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HOUSING. 


During  the  year  229  new  houses  were  completed,  56  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  173  by  private  enterprise. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing  List  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  525  compared  with  456  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year.  This  number  was  made  from  236  applicants  living 
in  lodgings  or  as  sub-tenants  and  289  from  tenants  and  owner- 
occupiers  including  117  from  persons  living  outside  the  district. 

During  the  year  closing  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  3  houses 
and  demolition  orders  in  respect  of  2.  One  clearance  order  made  in 
respect  of  three  houses  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  and  under¬ 
takings  as  to  the  future  use  of  the  property  accepted  in  respect  of 
3  other  dwellings. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  in  respect  of  2  properties 
and  revocation  certificates  in  respect  of  5  properties. 

Due  to  the  Council  being  unable  to  get  sites  the  slum  clearance 
programme  was  severely  curtailed  but  it  is  hoped  that  sites  will  be 
available  in  1957  and  that  the  largest  part  of  the  present  programme 
can  be  dealt  with. 

The  public  continued  to  take  advantage  of  the  Improve¬ 
ments  Grants  available  for  modernising  property  by  the  installation 
of  bathrooms,  etc.,  and  during  the  year  the  Council  approved  37 
applications  involving  grants  totalling  £4,927  and  paid  out  £3,996 
10s.  in  respect  of  33  applications. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

During  the  year  the  condition  of  the  3  dairies  continued  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Enquiries  were  made  at  3  farms  following  reports  of  T.B.  posi¬ 
tive  milk  samples  taken  by  various  sampling  officers,  either  at  the 
farm,  on  the  round  or  at  dairies  to  which  the  milk  was  sent. 

According  to  notifications  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  3  new  T.T.  producers’  licences  were  issued  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

Milk  Licences. 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 


Dealers  (sterilised) .  9 

Dealers  (pasteurised)  .  14 

Dealers  (T.T.)  11 

Supplementary  (sterilised)  .  2 

Supplementary  (pasteurised)  .  4 

Supplementary  (T.T.) .  2 


42 
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Meat  Inspection. 

During  the  year  3  slaughterhouses  only  were  in  use.  100  per 
cent,  inspection  was  maintained  and  the  following  tables  show  the 
numbers  killed  and  the  amounts  found  unfit. 

Condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  to  the  licensed  hide  and  skin 
dealers  who  clear  all  hides,  fat,  etc.,  daily. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Number  killed  . 

1,051 

31 

77 

2,187 

4,066 

Number  inspected 

1,051 

31 

77 

2,187 

4,066 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
and  Cysticercus  Bovis. 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

5 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

169 

2 

36 

4 

%  of  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B.  or 
cysticercus  bovis 

16.08 

3.9 

1.96 

.098 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

83 

4 

1 

42 

%  affected  with  T.B. 

8 

12.9 

1.3 

2.15 

— 

Cysticercus  bovis.  Car¬ 
cases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned.  Submitted  to 
refrigeration.  General¬ 
ised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 
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Diseased  Meat  and  Offals. 


All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Cattle  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

2 

2 

12 

Offals . 

1 

— 

— 

11 

Calves  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

— 

2 

14 

Offals  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

1 

2 

10 

Offals  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

4 

— 

3 

Offals  . 

. 

1 

2 

10 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Cattle  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

4 

3 

14 

Offals . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Calves  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offals . 

— 

— 

- - 

14 

Pigs  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

7 

1 

8 

Offals . 

— 

4 

1 

— 

Totals . 

3 

7 

1 

14 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  animals  killed  in¬ 
creased  by  approximately  33  and  one-third  per  cent,  but  there  was  a 
reduction  in  the  amount  found  unfit  of  16  per  cent,  against  last 
year’s  figures. 

Food  Shops  and  Premises. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  premises  dealing  with 
food  : — 

73  General  food  stores. 

3  Greengrocers. 

7  Butchers. 

6  Cafes. 

5  Confectioners. 

1 1  Works  canteens. 

25  Public  houses. 

13  Clubs. 

1  Ice  cream  manufacture  (Heat  treatment). 

1 1  Food  preparing  premises. 

47  Registered  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  majority  of  the  shops  in  the  district  are  the  smaller  type 
general  stores  and  usually  run  by  the  family.  Two  new  food  shops 
were  erected  by  the  Council  on  the  Hockley  Housing  Estate. 

The  growth  of  the  number  of  installations  of  frozen  food  display 
cabinets,  even  in  the  smaller  shops,  I  feel  is  a  sign  that  both  the  public 
and  shopkeepers  are  becoming  more  hygiene  minded.  The  seven 
butchers’  shops  are  all  fitted  with  one  or  more  refrigerators. 

Five  of  the  six  cafes  are  roadside  cafes  the  sixth  being  a  hotel 

cafe. 
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Ice  cream  is  being  manufactured  on  one  premises  only  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations.  Sampling  was  carried 
out  and  two  samples  dropped  to  Grade  IV  which  on  investigation 
was  due  to  a  breakdown  in  the  plant. 

Owing  to  the  amount  of  work  necessitated  in  connection  with 
the  Northern  Area  Sewage  Scheme  by  way  of  conversions,  etc., 
no  routine  work  was  done  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
but  odd  spot  checks  were  made  and  advice  given  when  requested. 

Sampling. 

Ice  Cream. 

Results  of  samples  taken  : — 

Grade  12  3  4  Total 

Manufactured  in  district  6  11  2  10 

Manufactured  outside  district  7  —  —  —  7 


13  1  1  2  17 


Milk. 

Seven  samples  of  bottled  pasteurised  and  2  of  sterilised  were 
taken  from  roundsmen  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Lab¬ 
oratories. 

One  sample  of  pasteurised  was  reported  as  not  complying  with 
the  regulations.  The  dairy  concerned  was  situate  outside  the  area 
and  the  Health  Department  of  that  area  was  notified. 

Food  Guilds. 

There  are  no  Food  Guilds  in  operation  in  the  district  the  rural 
nature  of  which  makes  an  organisation  of  this  kind  difficult  to  plan. 
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WORK  DONE  AT  PREMISES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Housing.  Roof  repaired  and  renewed  .  13 

Chimney  stack  repaired  and  renewed  .  8 

Gutter  repaired  and  renewed .  1 1 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  and  renewed  .  4 

External  walls  repaired  and  re-pointed  .  2 

Window  and  door  cills  repaired  and  renewed  12 

Dampness  abated  .  12 

Wall  plaster  repaired  .  18 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired .  18 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  .  15 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  .  29 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  17 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  16 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  .  2 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  .  10 

New  sinks  provided  .  3 

Wash-houses  repaired  or  improved  .  5 

Verminous  rooms  disinfected  .  18 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Separate  accommodation  provided .  3 

New  water  closets  provided  .  21 

New  W.C.  basins  provided  .  7 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  .  7 

Drainage. 

Drains  cleansed  and  unblocked  .  75 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed .  17 

Premises  drained  to  sewer .  2 

Inspection  chamber  provided  .  2 

New  gullies  provided .  6 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  .  8 

Visits.  Water  supplies  .  57 

Drainage  .  793 

Piggeries  .  6 

Moveable  dwellings  .  32 

Factories  .  38 

Licensed  premises  .  34 

Refuse  .  21 

Atmospheric  pollution  .  37 

Rodent  control  .  39 

Petroleum  Acts  .  37 

Knackers  yards  .  10 

Housing  .  645 

Infectious  Diseases  .  23 

Meat  inspection  .  622 

Dairies,  etc .  21 

Food  preparing  premises  and  shops .  52 

Ice  cream  .  36 

T.B.  milk  .  13 

Canal  boats  .  6 

Bakehouses  .  2 

Miscellaneous  .  70 
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